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Whereas Strategic Air Command is cred-

ited with the development of the Snark, 
Atlas, and Minuteman missiles; 

Whereas Strategic Air Command main-
tained continuous airborne alert operations 
from October 1957 until September 1991, 
which many consider the longest continuous 
military operation in history; 

Whereas in 1962, the visibility of Strategic 
Air Command bombers responding to the 
DEFCON 2 order issued by President Ken-
nedy during the Cuban Missile Crisis pre-
sented a clear indication to the Soviet Union 
of the determination of the United States to 
remove Soviet missiles from Cuba; 

Whereas at its height in 1962, Strategic Air 
Command employed 283,000 personnel and 
maintained 3,400 aircraft and 224 land-based 
missiles; 

Whereas in December 1972, 33 crewmembers 
and 10 B–52 bombers supported by Strategic 
Air Command were lost during Operation 
Linebacker II in North Vietnam during the 
aerial bombing campaign that forced Viet-
namese leadership back to negotiations and 
a peace settlement; 

Whereas the need for absolute command 
and control by national leaders led Strategic 
Air Command to organize the National 
Emergency Airborne Command Post oper-
ation, which became the National Airborne 
Operations Center and the E–4B aircraft op-
erating at Offutt Air Force Base; 

Whereas the operational practices and pro-
cedures for safe and secure nuclear weapons 
were established by Strategic Air Command 
and continue under the leadership of United 
States Strategic Command and Air Force 
Global Strike Command; 

Whereas the Strategic Air Command per-
formed the assigned mission flawlessly ac-
cording to its famous motto, ‘‘Peace is Our 
Profession’’; 

Whereas the United States, and particu-
larly the State of Nebraska, is extremely 
grateful to those who served the United 
States at Strategic Air Command; and 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the service 
and dedication of the individuals whose 
unyielding commitment and sacrifice con-
tributed to the continued safety of the 
United States for over 4 decades: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 20th anniversary of the 

stand down of Strategic Air Command and 
the immeasurable contributions and promi-
nent role of Strategic Air Command in na-
tional security and nuclear deterrence dur-
ing the Cold War; 

(2) commemorates the dedication of the 
Strategic Air Command Memorial in the 
State of Nebraska, which pays tribute to the 
men and women who worked tirelessly to 
make Strategic Air Command the most pow-
erful and professional military organization 
in the world; and 

(3) honors the personnel who served at 
Strategic Air Command and those who have 
carried on the tradition of excellence 
through service at United States Strategic 
Command. 

S. RES. 480 
(Commemorating the 20th anniversary of 

United States Strategic Command) 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
was established on June 1, 1992, to meet na-
tional security needs of the post-cold-war era 
by combining all strategic planning, tar-
geting, and wartime employment of forces 
under one commander headquartered at 
Offutt Air Force Base in the State of Ne-
braska; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
was reestablished in 2002 at Offutt Air Force 
Base, combining the responsibilities of 
United States Strategic Command and the 

United States Space Command along with 
responsibility for early warning and defense 
against missile attack; 

Whereas over the last 20 years, United 
States Strategic Command has flawlessly ex-
ecuted the mission to deter nuclear attacks 
and employ nuclear forces if necessary; 

Whereas in 2010 the mission of United 
States Strategic Command expanded again 
to include cyberspace operations through 
United States Cyber Command, a subunified 
command; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
provides continuous information regarding 
orbiting satellites and space debris to space-
craft such as the International Space Sta-
tion; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
has supported coalition forces in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan by providing intelligence, plan-
ning, and cyber support; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
contributed to United States operations in 
Libya through long-range conventional 
strikes and intelligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
continues to be the premier nuclear deter-
rent in the United States, serving as a center 
for global command and communications 
headquartered in the State of Nebraska; and 

Whereas the United States, and particu-
larly the State of Nebraska, is grateful to 
those who serve the United States at United 
States Strategic Command: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 20th anniversary of the 

establishment of United States Strategic 
Command and the vital contributions of 
United States Strategic Command to na-
tional security; and 

(2) honors the dedicated men and women 
who serve at United States Strategic Com-
mand executing the mission to deter and de-
tect strategic attack against the United 
States and allies of the United States and to 
defend the nation as directed. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNITED STATES- 
PHILIPPINES MUTUAL DEFENSE 
TREATY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 481, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 481) celebrating the 
60th Anniversary of the United States-Phil-
ippines Mutual Defense Treaty and the vital-
ity of the overall bilateral relationship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I know 
of no further debate on the resolution, 
and I call for a vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion. 

The resolution (S. Res. 481) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preamble be agreed to 
and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 481 

Whereas Filipinos and Americans fought 
together in World War II, and an estimated 
1,000,000 Filipinos gave their lives to defend 
freedom; 

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of the Philippines signed the United 
States-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty in 
1951; 

Whereas the Philippines and the United 
States are longstanding allies, as dem-
onstrated by the Mutual Defense Treaty, co-
operation in conflicts since World War II, 
and the United States designation of the 
Philippines as a Major Non-NATO Ally; 

Whereas the Clark Veterans Cemetery in 
the Philippines is the final resting place for 
the remains of thousands of United States 
and Filipino veterans from the United States 
Army, United States Marines Corps, United 
States Navy, United States Air Force, 
United States Coast Guard, Philippine 
Scouts, and their dependents from seven 
wars since 1900; 

Whereas the United States Government ad-
ministered and cared for the Clark Veterans 
Cemetery from 1900 to 1991; 

Whereas the United States Government 
seeks to maintain an alliance with the Gov-
ernment of the Philippines that promotes 
peace and stability in Southeast and East 
Asia, rule of law and human rights, economic 
growth, counter-terrorism efforts, and mari-
time security; 

Whereas United States naval ships visit 
Philippines’ ports, and the United States and 
Philippines’ military forces participate in 
combined military exercises under the Vis-
iting Forces Agreement established in 1998; 

Whereas the people and Governments of 
the United States and the Philippines share 
a common interest in maintaining freedom 
of navigation, unimpeded lawful commerce, 
and transit of people across the seas and sub-
scribe to a rules-based approach in resolving 
competing claims in maritime areas through 
peaceful, collaborative, multilateral, and 
diplomatic processes within the framework 
of international law; 

Whereas the Philippines has served ably 
for the past three years as the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) country 
coordinator for the United States; 

Whereas the United States Government 
and the Government of the Philippines work 
closely together in the struggle against ter-
rorism to make local communities safer and 
help establish an environment conducive to 
good governance and development; 

Whereas the navy of the Government of 
the Philippines has received a United States 
Coast Guard cutter and assistance in estab-
lishing a coastal radar system to enhance its 
monitoring of its waters, with a second cut-
ter due to be transferred soon; 

Whereas the United States Government 
works closely with the Government of the 
Philippines on humanitarian and disaster re-
lief activities, and in the past has provided 
prompt assistance to make United States 
troops, equipment, assets, and disaster relief 
assistance available; 

Whereas the Mutual Defense Board and the 
Security Engagement Board serve as impor-
tant platforms for the continuing stability of 
the long-standing alliance between the Phil-
ippines and the United States in a rapidly 
changing global and regional environment; 

Whereas the Bilateral Security Dialogue is 
an important policy venue for setting the 
policy direction and providing guidance for 
all aspects of the alliance relationship; 
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Whereas Philippines military forces have 

supported over the years many United Na-
tions peacekeeping operations worldwide; 

Whereas the United States ranks as one of 
the Philippines’ top trading partners, with 11 
percent of the Philippines’ imports coming 
from the United States and 15 percent of ex-
ports from the Philippines delivered to the 
United States in 2010; 

Whereas total United States foreign direct 
investment in the Philippines was approxi-
mately $7,000,000,000 at the end of 2009; 

Whereas the Philippines is one of four 
countries that has been invited to partici-
pate in the new Partnership for Growth Ini-
tiative, which promotes broad-based eco-
nomic growth in emerging markets; 

Whereas many Americans and Filipinos 
have participated in people-to-people pro-
grams such as the Peace Corps, the Inter-
national Visitor Leadership Programs, the 
Aquino Fellowship, Eisenhower Fellowships, 
and the Fulbright Scholar Program; 

Whereas an estimated 4,000,000 people liv-
ing in the United States are of Filipino an-
cestry, over 300,000 United States citizens 
live in the Philippines, and an estimated 
600,000 United States citizens travel to the 
Philippines each year; 

Whereas the U.S.-Philippines Society was 
recently established to broaden and expand 
interaction between and understanding of 
the United States and the Philippines in the 
areas of security, trade, investments, tour-
ism, the environment, history, education, 
and culture; 

Whereas the alliance between the United 
States and the Philippines is founded on core 
values that aim to promote and preserve de-
mocracy, freedom, peace, and justice, and is 
fortified by the two nations’ partnerships in 
defending these values; 

Whereas the Government of the Phil-
ippines seeks to improve governance, 
strengthen the rule of law, and further de-
velop accountable, democratic institutions 
that can better safeguard human rights, se-
cure justice, and promote equitable eco-
nomic development; 

Whereas His Excellency Benigno S. Aquino 
III, President of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines, is scheduled to visit the United 
States in June 2012; and 

Whereas Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
and Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta met 
with their Philippine counterparts in Wash-
ington, D.C. on April 30, 2012, and reaffirmed 
that the United States and the Philippines 
are longstanding allies, that the United 
States Government is fully committed to 
honoring mutual obligations with the Phil-
ippines, and that the alliance continues to 
serve as a pillar of the Philippines-United 
States relationship and a source of stability 
in the region: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) celebrates the 60th Anniversary of the 

United States-Philippines Mutual Defense 
Treaty and the vitality of the overall bilat-
eral relationship; 

(B) confirms the alliance’s centrality and 
enduring value as one of the key pillars of 
peace, stability, and prosperity in the Asia- 
Pacific region and as a key tool in address-

ing the emerging security environment in 
the region; and 

(C) encourages both countries to continue 
high-level consultations; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) the United States Government should 

use the U.S.-Philippines Bilateral Security 
Dialogue and the Mutual Defense Board and 
Security Engagement Board to promote 
greater alliance cooperation and enhance bi-
lateral security ties, including support for 
Philippine defense modernization, for the ro-
tational presence of United States Armed 
Forces in the Philippines and for increased 
humanitarian and disaster relief prepared-
ness activities; 

(B) the United States Government should 
redouble efforts to expand and deepen the 
economic relationship with the Government 
of the Philippines toward achieving broad- 
based economic development in that coun-
try, including by working on new bilateral 
initiatives that support the efforts of the 
Government of the Philippines to reform its 
economy and enhance its competitiveness, 
and through trade-capacity building; 

(C) the Government of the Philippines 
should continue its efforts to strengthen its 
democratic institutions to fight corruption, 
curtail politically motivated violence and 
extrajudicial killings, expand economic op-
portunity, and tackle internal security chal-
lenges; 

(D) after close consultation with the Gov-
ernment of the Philippines, the United 
States Government should designate an ap-
propriate United States entity to be respon-
sible for making necessary arrangements to 
ensure ongoing maintenance of Clark Vet-
erans Cemetery in the Philippines; and 

(E) the United States Government should 
continue efforts to assist the Government of 
the Philippines in the areas of maritime se-
curity, maritime domain awareness, humani-
tarian assistance and disaster relief, and re-
lated communications infrastructure to en-
able enhanced information-sharing and over-
all military professionalization. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
EMANCIPATION HALL 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Con. Res. 45, 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 45) 
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to 
award the Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the Montford Point Marines. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 

laid on the table, with no intervening 
action or debate, and any statements 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 45) was agreed to, as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 45 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

EVENT TO AWARD THE CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used for an event on June 27, 2012, to award 
the Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the Montford Point Marines. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance 
with such conditions as may be prescribed by 
the Architect of the Capitol. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 
2012 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 6, 2012; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day, and the majority lead-
er be recognized; that following the re-
marks of the majority leader and those 
of the Republican leader, the next hour 
be equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders, with the Repub-
licans controlling the first half and the 
majority controlling the final half. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. DURBIN. It is the majority lead-
er’s intention to resume consideration 
of S. 3240, the farm bill. We hope we 
can begin consideration of the bill dur-
ing tomorrow’s session. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it adjourn under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:04 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, June 6, 2012, at 9:30 a.m. 
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